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FOREWORD 





During Chancellor Konrad Adenauer’s recent visit to the United 
States, the Foreign Relations Committee extended to him an invita- 
tion to meet with the members and discuss informally problems of 
mutual interest in the field of international relations. 

That meeting took place on the morning of April 9 in executive 
session, but in view of its importance and its historic nature, it was 
the opinion of the committee that the record should be made available 
to the public. Chancellor Adenauer readily agreed, and the edited 
transcript is printed herewith. 

ALEXANDER WILEY, Chairman. 

Aprit 17, 1953. 
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INFORMAL MEETING WITH CHANCELLOR KONRAD ADEN- 
AUER OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 1953 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON FoREIGN RELATIONS, 
Wash ington, dD. ¢. 
The committee met at 11 a. m., in the Foreign Relations Committee 
Room, United States Capitol, Senator Alexander Wiley, chairman, 
presiding. 
Present: Senators Wiley, Smith of New Jersey, Ferguson, Know- 
land, Green, Fulbright, Sparkman, Humphrey, and Mansfield. 


STATEMENT OF WELCOME 


The CuatrMan. The committee will please come to order. 

As you know, Mr. Chancellor, you are sitting now in the historic 
room of the Foreign Relations Committee, which under our constitu- 
tional system, considers all important foreign relations matters. 
Senator Connally, whom we are very happy to have with us here, 
presided in this room for many years as chairman with distinction and 
with a spirit of friendliness toward all. We are, of course, very happy 
to have him a part of this reception committee for you, sir. 


COMMON GOALS 


As you know, the German people, whom you represent, have made 
a great contribution to this land of ours. 1 come from Wisconsin in 
the Middle West, where one-fourth of the people of my State are of 
German extraction. I believe that is true to a greater or lesser 
degree of the Senators from other States here today. =the of our 
ancestors came to the United States in the Revolutionary days; 
Karl Schurz later made a great contribution during the Civil War, 
for, as you recall, emigrant Germans and Irish aided in turning the 
war in favor of the North. 

Now, you are here representing the homeland. All America 
extends to you a welcome. I know that the President will be happy 
to see you. I understand that he has already seen you and will meet 
with you again today. On behalf of the committee, I welcome you, 
sir. We feel that your Nation and our Nation share many common 
goals. All the western countries, including some former mortal 
enemies, are in the same boat now and must pull together, for, as was 
brought out at the meetings of the Council of Europe which some of 
us attended at Strasbourg, in 1951, in unity there is strength. 


STRENGTHENING AREAS OF UNDERSTANDING 


You, as a representative of your nation, and we as representatives 
of ours, are engaged in a most important enterprise—that of trying to 
1 
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build a stable future. We know something about your background. 
‘e know you are a real builder. As Mayor of Cologne, you have 
helped to build understanding between peoples. You have helped 
to rub out the misunderstandings between our people and your 
people, and some of us who have had the privilege of visiting Germany 


have felt the warmth of that understanding which you have been so 
instrumental in developing. We are aware that only with under- 
standing can we build a better world, and we recognize you as one of 
the leaders of that movement to create wider areas of understanding 
in this world. Without it, the world will go to pie ces, 


We should like very much to have you tell us what your own reac- 


tion has been to your visit in America, and what are your hopes for 
the future. 


We would like to have you outline for us, in your own way, how 


we can better work together for a peaceful future. 


Gentlemen, I ask you to rise and give the Chancellor a hand. 
(Those present arose, and the Chancellor was greeted with applause. ) 


STATEMENT OF HON. KONRAD ADENAUER, CHANCELLOR OF THE 


FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, ACCOMPANIED BY DR. 
HEINZ L. KREKELER, CHARGE D’AFFAIRES, MISSION OF THE 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY; PROF. DR. WALTER HALL- 
STEIN, STATE SECRETARY, FOREIGN AFFAIRS, FEDERAL RE- 
PUBLIC OF GERMANY; DR. VOLLRATH FREIHERR VON MALTZAN, 
CHIEF, OFFICE OF FOREIGN TRADE, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF 
GERMANY; HANS VON HERWARTH, CHIEF OF PROTOCOL, FED- 
ERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY; HEINZ WEBER, INTERPRETER; 
AND RAYMOND D. MUIR, PROTOCOL OFFICER, DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE 


(The statement of Chancellor Adenauer, as interpreted by Mr. 


Heinz Weber, follows: 


Mr. Chairman, and gentlemen, I am very deeply impressed by the 
importance of this hour, when, as Chancellor of the Federal Republic 


of Germany I am here in this room, where, as the chairman has rightly 
pointed out, so many major decisions of foreign policy are settled. 


| think two things are necessary in politics: You must unite and 


combine the gift of being realistic in your outlook and approach to 
problems, and a certain ‘divination a certain possibility of seeing 
things as they probably will happen in the future. 


I think no good work can be done, as we find ourselves right now 


at the beginning of a new historical epoch, if you have not got this 
insight, this view into the future. 


What I am attempting to say now, I would like you not to take as 


mere flattery. 


The United States has historically, within a very short period of 


time, gained such enormous power, such enormous wealth, that this 
involves very serious danger for all concerned. 


[v. S. AND WORLD RESPONSIBILITIES 


F I remember a talk I had when I was again Mayor of Cologne in 
1945 with a colonel of the American occupation authorities at that 
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time, and | pointed out to the colonel that 1 thought that after all 
there would be two big world powers, the United States of America 
and the Soviet Union. I asked myself and | asked the colonel, Will 
the United States be conscious of their grave responsibilities, vis-a-vis 
the world? Will they be in a position to shoulder this responsibility’ 
The colonel did not quite understand me at that time, and did not 
see what I meant when I said that there were only two big states 
remaining, and he did not see the danger which I saw resultin; 


o from 
this grave responsibility imposed upon the American people, the repre- 
sentatives of the American Government, in view of their new power 
and new wealth 

Well, I tell you this little story in order to show you that I was 
conscious of this thine back in 1945: and | Wis also COnsCcLoOUs of a 
possible danger that the United States population might not fully 
recognize their new responsibility imposed upon them on account of 
their wealth and power. 


Today I am very happy to realize that the population of the 
United States has recognized this responsibilitv, as had hi rdly any 
other people before. They have fully realized the iwrmous extent 
of their responsibility which they have to bear as leaders of mankind, 


and as the protectors of all human ideals 
I received here such a cordial and a warm welcome in the United 
States, that I have been most deeply moved. 
I was under th limp! ‘ssion that all Americar coming over to 
Europe, to the Federal Ré public olf Germ v, even in the early aavs 
of 1945 for the first postwar period, felt: “Well, the war is over now. 


Let us make a new start.” 


SETTLING FRENCH-GERMAN DIFFERENCES 


Let me sav a few words about France and German | pom d 
out vesterday in m speech at th Press Club ha I hav peeh in 
favor of agreement between France and Germany i e 1925, and | 
may say here this morning, sir, that in 1925 L asked the Government of 
the Reich for the authority to take all st ‘ps necessary to bring about 
such an agreement and settlement between France and Germany. 
1 . } ene a ee ees 
For reasons which I need not now discuss, this plan did not succeed 


but vou may be assured that [I will do everything and the German 
] 
i 


Government and Germany will do everything to bring about this 
settlement between France and Germany, in order to make the rela- 
tionship between our two countries that which exists between good 
neighbors. 


UNITED EUROPE 


. think that the impressions I have received here in the United 
States will increase in intensity, and strengthen my conviction that if 
Europe does not unite, it will fall to p1 ces, because in view of the 
magnitude of your country, and the enormousness of its means, 
and resources, I think the German and European National States, the 
European structure as it is now, appears rather obsolete. 

Let me thank you again, gentlemen, for the reception you have given 
me here. I think in the future when major decisions are to be taken 
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in the field of foreign policy, I will think back to this room. I will 
see you gentleme n, and I will be with you, and I think that will be 
encouraging, and I hope you will realize the enormous responsibility 
resting on your shoulders, if we are going on under your le ade ‘rship to 
lead mankind forward in the world. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


The Cuarrman. Thank you, Mr. Chancellor. If there are any 
members of the committee who would like to ask questions, would vou 
be willing to answer those questions, Mr. Chancellor? 

Chancellor ApENAvER. It will be a pleasure. 

The CuatrrMan. We are all children at school, trying to learn which 
way to go tomorrow. You know that. 

Chancellor ADENAUER. You are the teacher, and I am the child. 

The Cuarrman. I shall proceed around the table, then, and sug- 
gest that if there are any members who would like to get the benefit 
of your wisdom and vast knowledge, they can do so now, because it 
is not very often that we have a chance to exchange views with the 
Chancellor of another nation. 

Senator Green? 

RELATIONS WITH U. &. S. R. 


Senator Green. Mr. Chancellor, do you think that anything has 
happened during the recent days to make us alter our plans which we 
had made months before, with respect to international relations with 
Soviet Russia? 

Chancellor Apenaver. I would like to answer your question, Sen- 
ator Green, but I am afraid I cannot be very brief in replying. 

I think there is only one very important event th: at happened 1 
cently, the death of Stalin. Nobody can predict what the conse- 
quences resulting from his death will be, but as long as the present 
situation continues, there is one thing we must be prepared for, we 
must be prepared for the worst, and if something is good as the out- 
come, all the better, but we must be prepared for the worst and never 
forget that we are faced here with a totalitarian state and nature. 


TOTALITARIAN SYSTEMS 


Yesterday I pointed out in the Press Club that it might be difficult 
for you to understand the nature of the totalitarian convictions, and 
the totalitarian system, thinking along the lines that you recognize. 

You recognize right, justice, faith, but do not forget that the other 
fellow does not know that, does not know what justice, right, or faith 
means. He just uses any means he thinks would further his purpose. 
You know he thinks that the end will justify the means. 

Therefore, I think we should not completely reject any peace 
movements, any peace feelers, but we should watch them with caution 
and distrust. The experience we had with Hitler we remember very 
well, and I would like to bring this home to you, that a totalitarian 
state is prepared to discuss and to meet another country and another 
state only if he knows that the other is strong. You remember that 
Stalin pointed out, in his old Bolshevik days, and Malenkov, in 
giving out the watchword, could have made the same point at the 
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party congress, for the watchword of the East is ““Wait and see. After 
all, the West will not succeed in uniting.” 

The Cuarrman. The Chancellor must be at the White House a 
little after 12 o’clock, so we will limit the questioning to one question 
to each Senator, if we may. 

Senator Smith? 


FRANCE, GERMANY, AND U. S. 8. R. 


Senator Smiru of New Jersey. I would like to ask the Chancellor 
whether he feels that possible changes in Russia, occasioned by the 
death of Stalin, will in any way hold back the development of the 
European Defense Community. I would like to know his impres- 
sion of the feeling in Germany, in France, and in the other countries 
that will be part of that European Defense Community. 

Chancellor Apenaver. Gentlemen, I think that the death of Stalin, 
and the uncertainty in Russia will have no influence whatsoever on 
Germany. 

With regard to France I would like to make two points: First of all, 
we think that the French people, in the great majority, would like to 
get together with Germany. Another point there, was a statement 
made to me about last week by a French high official that if a vote 
were taken right now in the French Assembly on the EDC Treaty, he 
was sure that it would get a majority. 

Therefore, in summarizing what I said, I think there is no immediate 
danger. If the peoples of the West are intelligent and wise, they 
will go on the course they have pursued so far, and there will be no 
delay. 

The CuHarrMAN. Senator Fulbright. 


UNIFICATION OF GERMANY 


Senator FuLpricut. First, I would like to thank the Chancellor for 
the light and leadership he has given to Germany and the whole 
movement of western unification. 

I should like to ask him the following: What would be the effect 
upon the progress of the unification movement, and the adoption of 
EDC, if the Russians should announce that they are willing to permit 
the reunification of Eastern and Western Ge rmany? What would 
be the sentiment both in Germany and in Europe, and what would 
be the reaction to such a move, or such an announcement by the 
Russians, in the near future? 

Chancellor ApENAvER. I think if the Russians would make such a 
proposal and would permit free elections, if they were held through- 
out the whole of Germany, these elections could not take place at 
once. We would have a period of some months in order to allow the 
population of the eastern zone, which has been so terrorized, to get 
acquainted with the new situation before they can really make a free 
decision. 

You know the history of the Trojan horse. I think it would be a 
real Trojan horse if they were to link to the merger of Germany, the 
demand that after the election, Russian troops would also partici- 
pate in the occupation of the Federal Republic of Germany. On the 
other hand, if the Russians are prepared to authorize and permit 
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genuinely true and free elections, I am sure that this would lead to an 
overwhelming success of the present policies of the Federal Govern- 
ment. They would be accepted, and | think an overwhelming major- 
ity of the population would be in favor of these policies and if the 
Russians permitted that, I think this would be a true test of whether 
Soviet Russia is determined to follow a new course, and give up the 
former course followed so far in the Soviet Zone. 

But, as I said before, we cannot accept such free elections if they 
ure linked to the demand that Soviet Russian troops take part in the 
occupation of Germany. 

The CHArRMAN. Senator Ferguson. 


WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS FROM GERMANY 


Senator Frerauson. In line with the question Senator Fulbright 
asked, suppose Russia, in proposing a consolidated Germany, were to 
say that no Russian troops would remain in occupation, and they 
would request that all troops move out of Germany, (and that includes 
the West as well as the East). Suppose that the second part of that 
request might be no rearmament by Germany. What effect would 
that have upon the situation in Germany, and your relations with 
the West? 

Chancellor ApENAUER. Well, this question has several aspects, but 
I think the situation would be that if all troops were withdrawn from 
Germany, western and eastern troops, the Russians would keep their 
treors in Poland—that would mean quite near the German boundaries. 
The West would have—that is to say America would have—to with- 
draw its troops five or ten thousand kilometers. That would imply, 
in my opinion, the greatest danger conceivable to Europe. 

Now, the question of the reunification of Germany, is not, I am 
sorry to say, an isolated question, but is a question very closely and 
intimate Ly linke d to the que stion of E urope as suc th. 


INFLUENCE OF U. 8S. S. R. 


| imagine we would have, on the one hand, the Soviet bloc, the 
enormous Soviet bloc, and on the other hand, we would have an 
isolated Germany, not associated with the United States, and a 
number of other relatively weak European states. Then, I think 
the influence of the Soviet power and the Soviet strength would be 
so great—it could be compared to a magnet which attracts iron— 
that after some time, let’s say 5 or 10 years, the Soviet Union would 
attract all the other weak countries. 

The situation under this theory is that the United States would be 
too remote. The existence of Soviet Russia in the heart of Europe, 
vis-a-vis the remaining free Western Europe, would lead, within a 
period of 5 to 10 years, to the exercise of such strong power and 
influence that earlier or later all the other weak European countries 
would come under the domination of Soviet Russia, and this would 
mean that Soviet Russia would have, by the means of the cold war, 
achieved one of her aims. 

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Sparkman. 
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“I 


EASTERN GERMANY AND COMMUNISM 


Senator SPARKMAN. Assuming that we are not able to get Russia 
to agree to a reunification of East and West Germany, and they 
maintain their hold on East Germany, is there any great danger that 
Kast Germany may be communized to the extent that it may remain 
permanentiy separate and apart from West Germany? ; 

Chancellor Apenaver. Well, | think your question is very clear, 
and very briefly 1 can answer it by just saying one word, ““No—by no 
means’’; because there is such a big difference between the wavy of 
thinking of the overwhelming majority of the population of the 
Eastern Zone, that Soviet Russia will never absolutely succeed in 
communizing the population of the Eastern Zone. . 

They are two different worlds. 

The CHarRMAN, Senator Knowland. 


FREE ELECTIONS 


Senator KNowLanp. Mr. Chancellor, if there was an honest and 
free election, either supervised by the United Nations or otherw ise, 
in Kast Germany, what is your present judgment as to the results? 

Chancellor ApeNAvER. For the Chancellor's party, the result would 
be excellent. 

The CHarrMan. I might say a similar question was asked him, and 
I think he estimated that in a free election, the vote in even East 
Germany would be 95 percent or better. 

Senator Humphrey? 


UNIFICATION OF GERMANY 


Senator Humpnurey. I would like to return to the general question 
of Senator Ferguson. 

If the Eastern and Western German Zones were united, in view of 
the internal political situation in Germany, particularly with respect to 
the Social Democratic forces, would there be any danger that Germany 
might return to a spirit of no rearmament; in other words, of neu- 
tralism, neutralizing herself between the East and the West? 

Chancellor ApeNAvrER. Well, I would not want you to regard what 
I am going to tell you as haughtiness or arrogance. 

On account of the present attitude on foreign affairs of the Social 
Democratic Party, they have lost much credit with the population in 
the Eastern Zone, and therefore I don’t think there will be any such 
danger as you refer to. 

The CuarrMan. Senator Mansfield. 


FREE GERMANY 


Senator Mansrietp. Mr. Chairman, I do not want to ask the 
Chancellor a question, but I would like to make a statement to the 
effect that the American people are very much pleased with German 
adherence to the EDC, and we hope the day is not too long distant 
when Germany can become a member of NATO, when Germany can 
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|, and when the occupation troops of all powers can be 


the Germans can once again stand on their own feet 
he common European community. 
Sepator Connally, would you like to ask a question? 
No, thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am just here as 


‘ancellor Adenauer, we want to thank you for 
etive occasion. We want you to remember that 
always out for you and others like you in this 


(he committee members present arose, and Chancellor Adenauer 
escorted from the room amid loud applause. 


The CuarrmMan. All right, gentlemen, that is all for today. 


x 





